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March 1, 2005 
  
Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
Fax #: (510) 286-0470 
  
Re: Support for Soka/King Gillette Ranch Acquisition 
  
Dear Mr. Schuchat,  
  
I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette Ranch 
located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal mountain range. 
After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we simply cannot let this unique 
opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural treasure for all time.  
  
 The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the ecosystem in 
the most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka borders the nearly 8000-
acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley 
at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow 
through the property. Plant communities such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by 
the California Department of Fish and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and 
Sycamore alluvial woodland can still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek.  
  
 Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into Malibu 
Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the Southern steelhead 
trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. The survival of these 
endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should Rindge Dam be removed, 
the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the upper reaches of the Malibu Creek 
Watershed, which were once, its home.  
  
 With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this critical 
property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles upstream from Malibu 
Lagoon and Surfrider Beach. Helping to fund the purchase of Soka will go a long way toward 
preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider 
Beach. Thank you.  
  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Richard M. Neiter 
Stutman, Treister & Glatt 
1901 Avenue of the Stars 
Suite 1200 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90067 
310-228-5620 
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March 1, 2005 
  
Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
Fax #: (510) 286-0470 
 
  
Dear Mr. Schuchat, 
  
I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette 
Ranch located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal 
mountain range. After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we 
simply cannot let this unique opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural 
treasure for all time. 
  
 The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the 
ecosystem in the most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka 
borders the nearly 8000-acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the 
beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes 
Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow through the property. Plant communities 
such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by the California Department of Fish 
and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and Sycamore alluvial woodland can 
still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek. 
  
 Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into 
Malibu Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the 
Southern steelhead trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. 
The survival of these endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should 
Rindge Dam be removed, the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the 
upper reaches of the Malibu Creek Watershed, which were once, its home. 
  
 With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this 
critical property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles 
upstream from Malibu Lagoon and Surfrider Beach. Helping to fund the purchase of 
Soka will go a long way toward preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu 
Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider Beach. Thank you.  
  
  
Sincerely, 
Douglas Clarke  
6204 Paseo Canyon Drive 
Malibu, CA 90265
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March 1, 2005 
  
Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
Fax #: (510) 286-0470 
  
Re: Support for Soka/King Gillette Ranch Acquisition 
  
Dear Mr. Schuchat, 
  
I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette 
Ranch located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal 
mountain range. After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we 
simply cannot let this unique opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural 
treasure for all time. 
  
 The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the 
ecosystem in the most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka 
borders the nearly 8000-acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the 
beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes 
Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow through the property. Plant communities 
such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by the California Department of Fish 
and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and Sycamore alluvial woodland can 
still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek. 
  
 Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into 
Malibu Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the 
Southern steelhead trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. 
The survival of these endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should 
Rindge Dam be removed, the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the 
upper reaches of the Malibu Creek Watershed, which were once, its home. 
  
 With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this 
critical property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles 
upstream from Malibu Lagoon and Surfrider Beach. Helping to fund the purchase of 
Soka will go a long way toward preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu 
Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider Beach. Thank you.  
  
  
Sincerely, 
 LYNN GRIFFIN 
25432 MALIBU ROAD 
MALIBU, CA 90265 
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March 1, 2005 
 
  
 
Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
Fax #: (510) 286-0470 
 
  
Re: Support for Soka/King Gillette Ranch Acquisition 
 
  
Dear Mr. Schuchat, 
 
 I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette Ranch 
located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal mountain range. 
After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we simply cannot let this unique 
opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural treasure for all time. 
 
The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the ecosystem in the 
most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka borders the nearly 8000-
acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley 
at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow 
through the property. Plant communities such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by 
the California Department of Fish and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and 
Sycamore alluvial woodland can still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek. 
 
Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into Malibu 
Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the Southern steelhead 
trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. The survival of these 
endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should Rindge Dam be removed, 
the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the upper reaches of the Malibu Creek 
Watershed, which were once, its home. 
 
With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this critical 
property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles upstream from Malibu 
Lagoon and Surfrider Beach.  Helping to fund the purchase of Soka will go a long way toward 
preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider 
Beach. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nancy Hardin 
858 12th St. #13 
Santa Monica, CA 90403
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March 1, 2005 
  
Sam Schuchat 
Executive Director 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
Fax #: (510) 286-0470 
  
Re: Support for Soka/King Gillette Ranch Acquisition 
  
Dear Mr. Schuchat,  
  
I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette Ranch 
located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal mountain range. 
After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we simply cannot let this unique 
opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural treasure for all time.  
  
The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the ecosystem in the 
most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka borders the nearly 8000-
acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley 
at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow 
through the property. Plant communities such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by 
the California Department of Fish and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and 
Sycamore alluvial woodland can still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek.  
  
Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into Malibu 
Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the Southern steelhead 
trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. The survival of these 
endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should Rindge Dam be removed, 
the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the upper reaches of the Malibu Creek 
Watershed, which were once, its home.  
  
With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this critical 
property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles upstream from Malibu 
Lagoon and Surfrider Beach. Helping to fund the purchase of Soka will go a long way toward 
preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider 
Beach. Thank you.  
  
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
Theresa Tuchman 
26044 Pacific Coast Highway 
Malibu, CA  90265
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D A V I D  A N D  S H A R O N  P E V S N E R  

 February 28, 2005 
 
 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 11th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530 
 
RE: Soka/King Gillette Ranch Acquisition (Item 13, 3/10/05 Agenda) 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 

We strongly urge the Conservancy to assist in the cooperative purchase of a 
portion of the Soka/King Gillette Ranch property by approving the proposal for a grant to 
the Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority.  Indeed, it is a rare thing for the 
Conservancy to have the opportunity to help secure such a vital piece of the Santa 
Monica Bay’s watershed puzzle so close to a major metropolitan area.  Your support at 
this time is critical. 

 
 Overcrowding of our urban areas, the lack of affordable housing, and other such 
growth-related matters are difficult issues that policy makers deal with on a daily basis.  
Achieving the proper balance between development and preservation is a delicate thing.   
 
 On the one hand, Southern California is a very desirable place to live.  Restricting 
growth has many negative and often unintended consequences.  The highest and best use 
of much of the property near the ocean is for owners to develop those areas.  Such 
development can prevent families from being deprived of housing, and of the standard of 
living they could have if they did not have to pay for sky-high rents or home prices due to 
an artificially induced scarcity of housing through regulation. 
 
 On the other hand, allowing development of certain properties has the potential to 
negatively impact a nearly exponentially greater number of people that the property itself 
can support.  One such example is the watershed for the Santa Monica Bay.  As the as 
Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission points out in its 2004 report, human 
population growth continues to be a major problem for the health of the Bay.  “More 
people can mean more waste, and greater potential for pollutants to enter the bay through 
sources like wastewater, urban and storm water runoff, and litter.” 
 
This parcel is also a vital habitat for fish, waterfowl, wading birds, raptors and other 
water associated wildlife. The area also contains outstanding representative plant 
communities of valley oak savannah, coast live oak savannah, coastal sage scrub, 
chaparral, riparian woodland and southern willow riparian vegetation. 
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 Thus, the Soka/King Gillette Ranch property is among in the most ecologically 
significant areas in Los Angeles County.  It is a key piece of the 110 square mile 
watershed along Malibu Creek, and as such is worthy of protection. 
 
 The question then becomes how best to preserve this vital property.  Here again it 
is important to appreciate this rare opportunity to protect such an economically valuable 
portion of our ecosystem for the public, with the willing participation of the seller.   
 
 Fortunately, this endeavor to acquire the Soka/King Gillette Ranch is a public-
private partnership.  It is also fortunate that an agency such as the Commission exists, 
which carries as part of its mission the fostering of such joint ventures.  By combining the 
resources of agencies such as the Conservancy, together with private entities like the 
Mountains Restoration Trust and others, the acquisition of the Soka/King Gillette Ranch 
can be a tremendous example of a cooperative effort that successfully secured an 
environmentally important property.   
 
  The Soka/King Gillette Ranch will be an important part of your long-term effort 
to realize preserve, protect and restore the California coast, and we urge you to allocate 
the  funds proposed for its acquisition. 
  
 

 
 

Sincerely yours, 

DAVID N. PEVSNER  
SHARON E. PEVSNER
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Dear Mr. Schuchat,  
  
I strongly urge you to assist with the funding to buy the resource-rich Soka/King Gillette Ranch 
located right in the heart of the Malibu Creek watershed and a major coastal mountain range. 
After years of efforts by park agencies and community groups, we simply cannot let this unique 
opportunity pass us by to preserve this natural and cultural treasure for all time.  
  
 The 588-acre Soka/King Gillette Ranch is critical in maintaining the health of the ecosystem in 
the most ecologically significant watershed in Los Angeles County. Soka borders the nearly 8000-
acre Malibu Creek State Park to the east and is located in the beautiful rural Las Virgenes Valley 
at the transition to Malibu Creek gorge. Stokes Canyon Creek is one of the streams which flow 
through the property. Plant communities such as Southern willow scrub, deemed threatened by 
the California Department of Fish and Game, Southern coast live oak riparian forest, and 
Sycamore alluvial woodland can still be found along portions of Stokes Canyon Creek.  
  
 Just south of the property, Stokes Canyon Creek joins Malibu Creek, which drains into Malibu 
Lagoon. The lower portions of Malibu Creek and the lagoon are home to the Southern steelhead 
trout and the tidewater goby, two federally-listed endangered species. The survival of these 
endangered species depends on the health of Malibu Creek. Should Rindge Dam be removed, 
the Southern steelhead trout could once again swim to the upper reaches of the Malibu Creek 
Watershed, which were once, its home.  
  
 With your help, we have a unique opportunity to prevent ultimate urbanization of this critical 
property near the upper reaches of Malibu Canyon and less than five miles upstream from Malibu 
Lagoon and Surfrider Beach. Helping to fund the purchase of Soka will go a long way toward 
preventing further degradation of water quality in Malibu Creek and Lagoon and at Surfrider 
Beach. Thank you.  
  
  
Sincerely,  
Evelyn Gabai 
Van Nuys CA 
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